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A

SUMMARY

The following paragraphs summarize the information cohtained,
in this report.- The terms used in the paragraphs (such as North
east, non-Black,-medium city, and some high school4are defined
in the Introduction, while the results for the exercises_aee
spelled out in more detail insucceeding chapters..

. .

Objective I: Write, to Communicate Adequately
in aSocial Situation

Generary, persohs.livdng in the Northeast, Central and West
regions performed similarly to one Another and better than people
living in the Southeast: Males typically performed less Well
than females, BlAcks less well than, non-Blacki. 'People from dif-
ferent sizes and 'types of communities usually performed,As,follows:
.afpuent suburbs and suburban fringes had the-highest percentages "

Of success; medium city, rest of the big city, and .small city per -
'formed leSs well; and rural and .extreme inner city showed the.
lowest levels of success.. Those who reported at least one parent.
having continued beyond high school. performed better than those
whose parents graduated from high school but did not continue.
Both cf these groups perforreedbetter than groups of respondents
tidying parents who did not. attend or who did not ifinish high
school:

Objective II; Write to Communicate AdequatIly .
in a Business or Vocational Setting

A clear pattern emerged here shoWing that the Notheast per-
.

formed better than the Central region, the Central better' than
West, .and West better than qle Southeast. Females responded cor-
rectlyrectly mote often,than males, non-Blacks more often than Blacks.
Ptrformances deAeased moving from affluent suburbs to suburban
f inge.to medium size citias,tosmall cities,'to the rest of the
,big city, and to extreme rural and tAtreme inner cities. Re-
spoAgents rePorting44.1east one parent continuing his education
past high school performed highest with PerbOrmances deafeaing
for persons whose parents were high schoolgraduates, those whose
parents had` some high sihool, and those .whose parents had..no high
School.

V11
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ObjeCtive-III: .Write AO COmmunicateAdequatelY
'in a Scholastic Setting

The only exercise reported here was.administered to 9 -year-
-. olds. Results of that exercise showed all four regions, 'to-
similar percentages of success. Girls performed better than boys;
pon-Blacks better than Blacks. Children from affluent suburbs
and medium cities scored abgve.the nation as,,,a whole, while inner

- city and rest of the big city children's percentages of success
were well below. Children with at'least one parent. who had not

.

'graduated from high school performed least'sgccessfully, 'children
having at latht one parent who continued his edvcation After high
school.performed best. The performances for, all other parental

- .education groups were of intermediate value and similar to one I

another in magnitude:*

r
Objective IV: Appreciate thR Value aV Writing

Given the assumptions hat writing .SomethIng irldicte
' .

- ,
. .

an appreciation of vriting, most people appreciate writing. The
natures of the materials written varied with the group of res-
pondents and the exercise in question. , ,

,

__.

, -,
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INTRODUCTION
, L

r

This report describes how children, teenageis and.young
. /adults (age.26-35) performed on certain kinds of writing tasks.

The tasks asked the respondents to fill ogt forms, address en-
velopes and answer questions' about the attitudes they hold aboUt..
writing and the kinds of things they write. 'The tasks were de-
veloped (py the Educational Testing Service of Princeton, New
Jersey) And administered by National Assessment,

National Asseesmcnt is a federally funded project whose'pur-
' po9 is.gatherinq informatiOn on the knowledges, skills and at-
titudes of.childreA (age 9), enagers (age 11 and l7) and young '

aduIts-(age 26-35).." The iaq -meht'is concerned' with 10 academic
areas, one being writing (i.e. composition skills).'

Durin g' thq 1969-70 academic year, National-Assessment admin-
Atered.i series of writing exe ises to national probability'
samplesat each of the four ages. Each respondent was giVen a p
"paCkage1"--a group of writing, science acid citizenship exercises
collected into a VoOklet. !Exerciges asking. the respondents to
try writing exercises,typitally appeared throughout the packages.
No'more than 45 minutes was needed to complete a package.

National Asiessm4nt exercises are. rotated to objectives,2
,The'Writing objectives'are;.

I. Write to communicate adequately in a social situation.

4
TI. Write to communicate ahquately in a bbsiness or

vocationN. setting.

t III. Writezto.communicate adequately in a scholastic
situation.

IV. Appreciate the value of writing.

'See F.,Womer, What is N4tionAI Assessment? National Asbessment,
Denver, 1970, for a description of National Assessment's purposes
And proceduresu

2NatiOnal Assespent, Writing Objectives, NationalAssessment,
Denver, 1969. }



1.

-0

One chapter of this report is devoted.toeach of these:objec-
tiyes. These .chapters 'typically begin .th a bief summary -of the-
results npr exercises relating to the chapter's dbjective and then
describe each exercise individually; The format for the presenta-
tion:of exercises is, constant: I first,/a rationale 'is presented .

indidating--how----the exercise'is.related to the hapter's objective;.
second, the exercise itself is presented as it'appetired4n the,
assessment pacskage;.third,,the'requirments for .ah acoeptdble

..

answer.le.4.4, the best, correct, or.preferced respOnse) are pre- ,
sented; .i1;114 finally, the results are described.. Results are ..

presented for an age group as a Whore, and for grolips representing:
0J

,;

/ (1)different regions of the 'country, °(2) poth sexes,, ,.(3) different
racial-groups, (4) persons having different parbttal education
backgrounds, aild (5) from different sizes and types of compunities:3

. Differences between a groupTs performance and the national level.
of success that are large enough to be.reiiable ei:e:, probably .
not' due to random error) tareine4cated in the exhibits with an
asterisk (*) while other differen.ces'aren4. ,

, . ., .' --.... -
,

Groups representing four reg ons of°the country are desc ibed
.

.

in thisvolume. The regions of e cOuntare:

i
northeast: Delaware, Maine, Newjiafipshire, Vermont, District
of Columbia, Maryland, New;=°J-eigeY,-New York, Connecticut,
Pepnsyivahia, Rhode Island end Massachusetts

.,-.

. ."
,

.

Southeast.: Alabam Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky,
Louisiana, MiGsi9ippis, North Carolina, Smttti Carolina,-
Tennessee, Virginia and West Virginia.'. -

,

S
,

.AC .. .

.1* Central: .North Dakota, South Dal6ia, Iowa, Kansas,.Mivnedota.,......._-_-
Missouri, Nebraska, Illinois, 'Indiana, Michigan, Ohio and ,

Wisconsin. - *
,

West:, Hawaii, Alaska, Idaho, Montana, Wyomitg, Utah, New
TeXco, Nevada, California, Oregon,' Washingtorr, Arizoha,
Colorado, Texas and Oklahoma , .

rt
. \ - .

.

'-Results aide not broken,\ down,by,state; statements about regionaX
'results refer Ito all the people in that region.

\
. .0

.
, '. ,..-...

_

There are tworacia4 groups reported: Blacks and von-Blacks..
Non - Blacks., include Whites, Puerto, Ricans,. Orientals, mad Indians,

1. .

....0

3The results are presentedin terms of'poptilatiorCestimates. The-
/1 votedures used appear in Appendix A, Wilting National ,

Results, (Washington, D.C. : Government Printing Office, 1970).
1

x
. .

41.
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Everyone taking National Asse-Ssment exercises answered a
series of home enviromvInt/questions. One question' asked about
the highest educational attainment of both of. their parents.
That parental education information was used to divide reMpondents
into groups for repotting purposes:

. No High School: neither parent attended high school

Sdme High School: .at'least, one parent attended high school
but neither parent graduated

. .,

High SchOol Graduate: at lealt one parent finizhed high
school but neither' trained beyond high school o / ,

. . v -

Post. High School: at least one paren't continued his/her .
education beyond high school (eta' ' '..ege or trade school)

/ ..'
. The sizes. and types of communities the respondents came from

were defined in thd fiollowihg ways: .

,

Egtreme Inner., City: (9%9%.of_the pdpulation) cities with
gopulatio sof 200,000 or more, the particular part shaving
low-sqcio conorhic status (SES).

"Rekt of'the Big City:" (7.1:8% of the population) cities, of
200,00Q or more whiCh did not qualify as extreme inner city

Urbar.: 1"rin e: (16.'1% of th., population) areas arounq large'
cities wit inthe same Stand4rd Metropolitan Statistical
Area (SMSA)4 though not including the extrerite\afffilent'subUrb

Extreme Affluent Suburb: ',(10% of the population) all high.
SES from areas within or close to large cities,, or the same>
SMSA as cities having populations in the range of 150,000
to, 200,000

-

Medium Cal>: (21.4% of-the population) cPties with popula-
tions ranging from 150,000 to 200,000 and middle SES,,and all`
SESs pl the seine SMSA containing a'city. with a population
between 25,000 and voon

Small City: (20.7% of the population) areas with populations.
between 3,500 and'25,000 covering all SESs

Extreme Rural: (9.6% of the population) areas with popula-
tion less than 3,500 within the same SMSA as a large city

. areas with a populay.on less than 3,500 and within, the same
SMSA as a Medium city and areas simply having populations
less than 3,500

t'

At

O ft
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CHAPTER 1

/
A ."

v."
4 OBJECTIVE WRITE 'TO COMMUNICATE` ADEQUATELY

IN A SOCIAL SITUATION

Ob ective,I dealt with writing ,in social situat ons. Trans-
lated ,into exercises,. this objective required tespo ents to' rite.
invitations, thank you notes, record messages and write directions.
The success any group had in handling these exercisesiwasidue tb , A .

,b h the groUp's ability and the exercise's nature. Thus it was
pos 'ble, that the group may have performed differently (either.
better 8r worse) if its members had taken different exercises.'

A

Within any reportipg category (such as region)i.groups of
respondents (such as those from the Northeast) had been identified,

:/. ' andit was poSsible to order the groups according' to the percent-.
, ..--'

'ft. age of success each had on an exercise. ..The group having the ':}

'.highest 'percentage of correct responses was first in the ordering,
the group; having the next highest percentage was second, and so on

.

until all-the groups in the category ha0' been ordered. 'When this
was done.for all social writing exercises, .the number of times_ .., .,

each group was first in ther,4nkin7s was tabulated; 'the number
of 'times each,grOup was second was counted, and soh on yultil the

1

position of each group was noted for each exercise., The results
ofthe tabulatiOn are shown,in Exhibit 1.

1

7
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EXHIBIT 1-1: Number of Exercises at Eagh4Rank
Alder Position for:Each "Group of Respondents

.

Reporting
Categoiy Group .

,
OrdePoSition

0

tf Region 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

No thejast 5 3 3

Sou heast 1 10,
C tral 2 7 2

*es t 4/ 1 5 ,1

Sex 'fir
1 2 3 4 5

6
Male% 1 10

rgmale 1Ce I
. \

Colk 1 2 3- 4 '5 h_____61_7:
, " (

_;'Non -Black
Black .

11
11 -

Size nd Type
of Co unit

Rural 1
Small City 3 2 2

Affluent Suburb 6 2 .'2,
Suburban Fringe 4'1. 2 2 2

Medium bits, ,. ',+.1 2 .4 2
Rdst' of Big City ' 2 3 2

Extreme Inner City
.,

Parental Education 1 3- 4
A

No High School, 2 t 9

. Some High School 1 8 , 2

High School Graduate 3 7

Posts High School 8 3

'

2

1. 8 1,
4

1 ,

:1
.'. 1

ol
4.

L 10

5 6 7-,

I

I4.
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Exercise R101, Administered at

tO

Writing a'thank you note w4 a .social writing skill 9-year-
olds were asked to perforh..

Exercise: Pretend that your grandmother gave you a
puppy for yoiir birthda. You named hifil Inky. Now
write a thank you letter.to your grandmother.

.(The rest.of the page provided lines for the response.)
\

,

To'gualiTyas'aceeptable the note had to contain'a legible
letter:body with 'some sort of thafik you. .Children could' include
other things' in their notes (such 'as.greet*pgq or closings1.% 'but
these were not required for acceptability. .2

a

. EXHIBIT `,172
t .

4
PERCENTAGES 0? SUCCESS TIMED EFFECTSJWCICITE 11EI:Lialt DIFFENEN6S,

to' 6

1 ')F GtOUP REPORTING_ PEICRITAGE OF SUCCESS . 4Kum, vrrF 'utioul........._4n2C ..
0, f

O 10 20 30 110 SO 60 70 80 98
.1 .

97.3 --- NATIONAL 4 i t

e 1
......,.

.
i

.

1

MILO V
77.9 -9.a. S:theast I

89.5' 1.2 vest el. peeeeea ** f.
99.3% 1.9- Central V # f
91.9 3.5 . Northeast 4 4 1,

1

. 1

2.6 1

93.1 -4)3 Hale %Ps% 1,
I

91.7 4.4. Female less

4 ,
fLiWil

61.5 -21.8* Black r.....", 42.3 4.9 White V s a

( , .
r

EIBENrii_MatION
75.2 -12.1* ao High School

1

Nro

100. "Ne e

* I

aro:Ja..
I i

10.1 -7.2 Sone High School 2' r I
i

91.2 3.8 Graduated 4.0 Sch. so . II e
92,2 4.11 Popt .1)167h School ,66Na

y

, ,.
" EIII-414-7.1Y1 _ I

1

l 21-03O21/11
64.7 -22.6. ExtreAr Inner City ,..'
82.5 '-11.9 txtran Rural
86.0 -1.4 Small City
98.9 1.6 \ Region City

'01 e8.9 1.5 Seat Of,Big City
92.4 5.1 ' 'Suburban Fringe -W91.9 4.6 dat'rfee art urb .. 4

4 if
It

J

t
:

.0
4... i

.*.4.1 f' IL ,
b 4 f I

It

i e,
,

\l,

Eighty-seven percent of the child4en handled the task acciept-
ably; only 13% failed to' write ote's cpQntaithirig some sort of thank
you in a readabletter body. More specifically;: 95% wrote

.

3

1.

0
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so%

readableletter bodies with or without. thank vows; T9% did -

remember to say thank You. though the letter-body may not have
been acceptably legible. Manyrof the children did include'infor-
mation not reguired,by the, exercise: better than-three-fourths
,included-:greetings in their.notts, and nine-tenths added a closing.

Children in the Northeastern,' CentAal and Western- regions
wrote acceptably at.approximatelysimilar rates 91%, .8.p% and.
88%, respectively. In the Southeast, however, only 78%, of,the
children responded acceptably. Although boys and girls both had
little,aifficulty;with the'exercise, the girls performed,accept-
ably more often thari the boys: 92% vs. ,8t3 %.. The task -also al34

.

peAredtC be less difficult for non-Black children (who respOhdtd
acceptably 92% of the time).___than it was for Blackt (64%).

'Acceptable Completion of the tack increased wi0-parental
education: children of parents with a high schoofeducationor
better performed best (better than 9 out 0 10.produced Fcceptable
notes).,, and thost whose payents ,had no hig .school experienCe ,

fared leaSt well ,(only e3 out of, jtresponde acceptably) .

1
.1

'One-thi4'd,df.the inner city children rote unacceptable notes.
-Nine-year-olds4in the ipther STOC catego' tended to per-orm
near tfie.national value.. The exceptional roupq were the>suburLan
fringe and affluent suburbs; these groups/ Oth shOwed' success
tes 5% higher than the nation as a whole.
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Exercise R102, Administered 4t Age 9 1

' .

The second social Writini skill
of a short'letter of-invitation,

I

C.P IEF WA 1110/.2's,
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assessed was thecompb%4.tion
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Exercise:, Pretedd that you are in
our class is going to give a play

Wahoo's Surprise. As you can see,
about the play.

Misd:Cook's class.
called Chief
this post-tells

Write a short letter invitihg.a faiTiite friefid or
relative to come to sea your play..1 Be sure to put
in all the iftformation ydirthink your Mend or)--
relatve stiould know' 1

. . .

pr inlatialy 1/2 pageof/14ined space was/joro "ded,for.tbe .
esponse.1/ k

r

Art acceptable ltter4ndluded-the`ioilOWi . ,A o
,`me=ntion o5 the

,. .

play, the date, the.time.and tkie place: While not required for
acceptability; some responses Ancludedla greeting, a closing ari

the name of the sender. .

. .
. , ...' IXHIBIT 1=

P1RCINIAGZS OP SUCCESS .STAIREb ERUCTS INDICATE

S qf GROUP
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Nationally, less than 35% of the 9-year-olds successfully
responded to this elgerrise The percentageoacceptable responses
for-each region was &lose to t ,he national value, but there was d'
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-large,,differenC in perforthance between boys (28W acceptable) and
. girls1(43%). Thirty;-eigbt percent of the non-Black children
answered acceptably, 'as did about 20% of theiBlack-children. :

. .

The more education a 9-year-old's parntsrhad,the more suc-
tessful the child was in'acceptably completin4 the task. Further,
inner citystudents.performed least well at:I7%; suburban fringe.
children responded best about 44 %.
-N. 1 .

.1 Children showed a.Pattiern'in'tbe way they included required
information in the letters. .Although 83% of the 9-year-olds .

mentioned the play, ;61% .and 63%, respectively, included the dajlet.,..
and time-o4 the play, while only 48%qmade 'reference to where it 'r
Would be.held, Less than 33% inclddedfa closing and little over
half -of the childreft f included the name 'of the sender.
r
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'Exercise R103., Admipistered at Age '43

3
r

AAhird *social writing bkilI.this study examined was
- ability to relay a telephonevmessage. t,

.

the ,

Exercise: YOu\are go 'jAg to.hear'two people talkijkon,the tele-
phone. .10ne is'a'girl named Mary `Brown. The other is Someone

I just about Tour ag,./ His name is Billy. Pretend%that yoa are
Billy, andILI'STEWTAREFULLY

name
what. Maky'askl Dilly,tordo.

. A. .
k .4

(The to pe recorded phOhe conversation between Billy anMary-
was played.: for the children,.. Therecordeddialogue went' like,
this:) . #.-

,
..: .

pILLY: Hello% ',.
.

. 'MARY! Nelda, is thi&?
4

BILLY':- This 'is Billy.' . frr
.

I , -

4

c.

S I

I..

.1.

. % 1 r
. - .6 ( k.

MARY(: B_Ay, this isJ-Mary BroWp. is your sister there?
-

v '1

ILLY: No,' shei's at the store'
-- ,..-- ,- 4

MARY:

BILLY:

MARY:

wilr you her a aged for me?
.

Ilpess so. Whatis . .

, ),' 1, ,A

Thii is' pretty important; Billy. Carl, you, get,. some
Pencil and paper ancliCATrit, it-down?

r

-AIL4Y: O.K. Wait a minute. Ofause} I'm ready now:) Go
-i.lhead. , . 1'

1 ;
-1'

. .

MARY: Tell your sister thatPll meet her at Jane's ../-
i

'house at ,6 o'clock tonight< it?
'

BILLY: No, don't p so fast. Say.it again.
1 I .. L .

' N.MARY:f.,Tel'her to.mee.Mary,B1-own at Jane's house at
6 0.' clock tonight.. Got it now?

-,` .

# l
c BI!LLY: -I thihk so, le me see. -Meet Mary rOwn Et Jane'-s

house 'at 6(o' ocicptonilht:
,' !

Y:* That's'right, Billy, don't forget now. Goodbye.

4:

;r

. ,4

s
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Mary agked Bi y to write a note, didn'tshe; NoW you will hear
.them again. P etend'that,you are Billy agaiA .Disten carefully,
and this time try to write the note that Mary asks Billy to write.

.4

e

(The cdnverSation
required message.
-rsponse.)

To k considered acceptable, the relayed message had "to be
'a,x1Ote`st4ting four things: themame of the person to be Met
.(either.Mar-li or Mary Brown),-the place (Jane's house), the time
oe.'the meeting (6100 Ic.m) and the day (todight).

,
was played'lgain and the childrenrote the
.0ne half of a ihed page was 'provided for the

,,:EXHIBIT 1-5
a

4, ' f. . , . . .

tERCEVTAGTH OP SUCCESS STARRED eritas INDICATE
1

RELIA81.8 DIPCEREACES
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:
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29.7 -1.2 sTxtrese Rural .

..I.
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30.9 0.0 Kist Of -14 Citl 0 .4
34.2 3.0 Suburban Fringe .teefee

7970' -1.1 Extreme Aff Suburb 4/ 1 .,a11.,.

1.11

11,
II

. ,\

.National./y, 31% of the 9=year-olds% wrote .notes in6luding,all
four reqUired pieces if information, though a considetably higher
percentage of children included each.qf the'individual items
asked for: Specifically,:70% of the Children included: the mame'
Mary or Mary .Brown, the place where Mary woulq be met, tie .day of

the i4eeting and the time. ache. highest perceStage of successful
*responses (83 correc:t) was to tho item, "time of meeting." -*

'*
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. .Regionally,,9-year?olds,in the Southeast had the lowest per-.
centage of acceptable answers (22 %), While those living in the ., Ceniral part of the country sere the-most successful with 36%
'responding acceptably. Boyi'were generally 5% Iess,s-uccessful

. and ,girls. 5% more successful' than the nation
$

as a whole.
. .

. .
.

Less than 1.2 of Blacks cotApleted.the exercise acceptably, '

although 35 %'of thOse in the non-Black group'dd so. Following
the.national pattern, the best response to an iandividual item by

, those classified according .to color was to utime\of meeting."
.

FOr.example, although only one out ot eight Black children fibished
the wdbie exercise successfully; over 711r.of all Black 9-year-old-
'acceptably recorded the meeting's time.

(
.4-- .

had;''. Genera4.1y, the moreibeducation the 'bare is had, the. greater 4
'the level of'the children's success. -Nine-ybar-olds whose parent's
received no-or only som.high school education gave acceptable
answers at levels of 25% and.26%, 6espectively, in contrast' to

. . children of parents with post high school educations. They com-
pleted the task acceptably 38% oT the time: ,

. Fewer 9- year -o from ,the inner city- gave acceptAl nswers

.

.
. .

(13% correct) than children frOm suburban fringes ind the small
cities,. The percentages of success for the latlet two groups
went 34%, while children from the affluent subutbs showed a rate
of 30%. e

. A e
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Exercise 8104, Administered at Age 9

e.

,

In'keeping with Objective I, this exerciseg measured/a weitingo
skill necessary in a social situaion: the addretsing of an
envelope.

Exercise: Mary Smith lives at.100 Main Street in \,

Hdpsap, Ohio. The zip code.forH?pson is45601.
Mary's grandmother lives at 475 Cactus Land in ,

Sunsheine, Arizmal Her name is Mis.,Robert Smith,
and her zip code id126001.'

.

1
Pieeend that Mary wants to send a letker to her
grandmot4e44,, How should she addre4s the envelope?

T Fill out the envelope below the wak\Mary should.
Make .sure you .write ;down everything that should' go ,.

on the envelope.

-
is.

S
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, ; An acceptable response contained six pieces of information/
in their proper places oh the envelopfi, the.sender's*riame, street
name and house number and city.and state and the addressee's
nateg,street and house number, and city and state, If a,9 -year'-
old included a zip code in either address, it ,had te6e c erectly

--,entered. A response was unacceptable if required informat on
T,Pa. left out or included incorrectly. ti

ti

(

a , rr- /

. EXHIBIT 1-6 :.
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01,

4
Twenty-eight percent'of the 9-year-olds correctly entered-

'the six required items,.69% responded in an unacceptable-manner,
and 3% did not respond at all. ,Of the 97% who did respo d, many ,

exhibited the following pattern: grea st success 'at e terihg-
the required name (eitherMary Smith n the, sender's a ress or
Mrs. Robert Smith in, the receiver's ddress), somewhat l'4Ss sec-
cess in including the''street arid bom number' (100 Mdth Street

.and 475 Cactus Lane). and least success in entering the pities
Hopson, Ohio, and Sunshine,, Arizona).

'=
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EXHIS,gT 1-7.

43

51

7

e ,

a

4

35

30

os

20

. s

6

. -
Mary 100 topsonr ' Mrs 475 'uns,htne.
441th Mato Ohio '- Raba. Cacti., Art Z Oft-- \Nol st: - Smith Lane .,. .,\ i 7.

, . ,.- .

Thosechildren living in th;pNortheast had the high9..s,t per-
' centage of success with this exercise(peKfoiMing 9%'above the:,

.

--, national Tigdr.#), while ,those residing an the West were the le t

successful. .Gir s scored 19% higher than boys, and non"-Black 7-
9-year-olds sip ,d a higher rate cif success_fhiiialldren.in the

AO

Bldg grodp'.

Those whose parent p had'a poSt 11I7 school educ;tion give
acceptabl'&responses_nd, as the amount-of parental-eduCation
declined, the,percent'of successful-responses alsodecreased:,_____..----

, Children of parents with:some high 'school expefienet Ai4 not ,

follow this general pattern: as ,a group, they had/more:success'
thab children reporting 'one parent,who had finished high school.'
,

.

Nine -yea olds in the inner city 4roup did less than half as
Well as 2--Ye4iLdlds-nationally,"and the extreme rural children
perforMed.only slightly better than their-inner city cousins.
-Children in the urban frin4e, medium cities, and small cities
classifieatiOns. %bored about.equally well and wvre second in level
of success to 5-ydar-olds from, the affluent sdburb category.

-
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Exercise R201, Administered at Age 13

Exercise R201 called for the'same social writing skill as
R102-5a.t.i.ting an informal letter of invitation.

Exercise: About three months ago, Leo Logan moved from '
the city to the country. His father bought,a farm, and
now Leo's address is Rebel Road, RurAl Delivery No.'1,
Harris, Nebraska 69000.

Leo likes the country, but he misses his old friend Ozzie
Drake. Leo's mother says, "Why don't you write to Ozzie
and invite him to visit us for a weak this summer?"

Write Leo's letter of invitation to Ozzie.

(Approximately 1-1/2 pages of lined space were prcvided for .the
response.)

In order for the letter to be considered acceptable, it had
to include"an invitation to Ozzie.

EXHIBIT 1-8

PERCENTAGES OF SUCCESS STARVED EFFECTS INDICATE RELIABLE DIFFERENCES
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14



Nationally, about 9 out of '10 (91%) 13-year-olds answered
acceptably. Regionally, those from the Southeast were slightly
below the nation (88%), while teenagers living in the/ other '

regions of the country had percentages of success closer to the'
nation at a whole.

Females scored 6% higher than the males. Thirteen - year -colds

in the inner ,city and extreme rural categories were, respectively,
14% and 10%below the nation as a whole, while those from the
suburban fringe w9.re 5% higher.

Non-Blacks scored a little abovp the national figure (93A,
while Blacks Were somewhat below at 83%. Teenagers of,p'arents
wi4h some high school, education had rates of success 8% below
the natiohal.yalue and 10% below 13-year-olds whose parents grad-
uated from high school.

I
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Exercise R202, Administered-at_A e 13

This exercise overlaps Exercis,p R104; and measured the social
writing skill of addressing an envelope.

Exercise: Mary Smith lives at 100 Main Street in Hopson,
Ohio. The zip code for Hopson is 45000. Mary's grand-
mother lives at 475 Cactus Lane in Sunshine, Arizona.
I4er name is Mrs. Robert Smith, and her zip code is 86001.

Pretend that Mary wants to send-a letter to her grand-
, mother. How should she address the envelope? 'Fill out
the envelope below the way Mary'should. Make sure you
write down everything that should go on the envelope.

-44

/kV
I-

An acceptable response included six pieces of information
in their proper places on the envelope: the sender's name, street
and house number, and city and statt. If a 13-year-old included

16



a .zip code in either address,'it: had to be correctly entered.
Required information left out or included incorrectly'resulted
in an unacceptable answer.

EXHIBIT 1-9
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Seventy-eight percent'of the 13-year-olds addressed their -

envelopes acceptably by including all the required pieces of
information, 3% of the teenagers did not respondat all, and 19%.

wrote unacceptable \addresses. Of those. responding, most seemed

to have less difficulty with the first item on each address, a-
little more difficulty with the Text item; and sql on. The patt

is displayed in Exhibit 1-10.

3
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EXHIBIT 1-10

90

89 89
89

A

68

47

7-'186

65 85

.

_s5...41

$3 83

it 4
82 ,

81

80

Nary 100 Hopson, . rs 475 Sunshine,Smith Main Ohio Robt. CBCte 6,410e
.St Smith Lane 0

a
Return Address

Reeiplint's Address

A

Those 13-year-olds living in the Southeast had a success
rate 6 percentage points lower than the national value, and 11%.
lower than 'the teenagers. living in the Northedst (the regional
group that performed most successfully). Females acceptably
addressed their envelopes more often than did males (the differ-
ence in performance was 16%), and non-Blacks ,answered somewhat
above (4%) the national figure, while Blacks were.18% below it.

Teenagers whose parents mere educated b'eond high school hadthe highest percentage of success with this exercise; the lowerthe leVel of parental educ'aiion, the lower the level of successwith the, exercise.

Inner City 13- year -bids and those in the extreme rural cate-gory were less successful '(16% and 11% below the national rate,
respectively) than those from the rest of big city, small cities,suburban fringes, and affluent suburbs--all of those respondentsbeing close to one another in their rates of acceptable responses.Teenagers from medium cities gave acceptable responses most often,9% above the nation. .

18
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EXercise R203, Adthinisterec' at Age 13

This exercise (which overlapssExerciee R103) asked respon-
dents to leave a written message.

Exercise: you are going.to hear a telephone conversation between
two boys, Al and Ben. During the conversation, you will discover
that Ben:is going tol have to write a note to his mother. Listen
carefully to find out the things that Ben will have to say in his
dote. (Children then listener to the conversation reproduced
below. It was not printed in the children's booklet.)

(N014kLISTEN TO THE PHONE CONVERSATION)'

.AL: Key, Ben, this is Al. I called you td remind you you're
supposed to come down to my house for supper tonight
before,thegame.

BEN: Oh yeah, I remember. Your mother and father are going to
pidk me up on the way back from the barbet shop. What-time
do you think you'll get here?

AL: Oh, around 5o'clock:

BEN: O.K. I'd better leave a note for my mother. She won'.t
be home until 5:30 and maybe she's forgotten that I won't
be eating at home.

AL: You'd better remind her of the ball game, too. She's
supposed to pick us up afterwards, isn't she?

BEN: That's right. Ybur father is taking us to the game Mit
my mother is bringing pa home. Thanks for reminding me.
I'll write the note right away.

You will now have anothei chance to hear the conversation between
Al and Ben. Listen to it carefully again and then, when the boys .
have finished talking, write the note that you think-Ben should
leave for his mother.

(The conversation was repeated again.)

(Approximately 1/2 page of lined space was provided for the
response.) ,

An acceptable message had to include the following: (1)

going to Al's, house for dinner, (2) Al's father taking them to the
game, and (3) Ben's mother picking the boys up after the game.

19
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4 Nationally two- ,thirds of the 13-year-oldg responded accept-
ably to this, exercise. Regionally, Western'teenagers had the/
highest rate of acceptable responses (73%), and,Southeastern teen-
agerirhad the lowest (58%). Genetally,ifemales were more suc -"
cesdiul than males (by 13%), and lion- Blacks (73%) fared better
than Blacks,(39%). Thirty-nift percent of the inner city teen-
agers wrote acceptablZ notes, while those in the other STOC cate-
gories performed progressively higher with the afflueni,suburb
group having the highestrate of all, 77%. The exception to this
upward pattern involved teenagers from the suburban fringe--the
rate of acceptable respodses there was 1% above the national .

value but somewhat below .the rate for teenagers in small places.
A similaT upwakd movement appeared in the parental education cate-
gory:- 13-year-olds whose parents had 'no or only some high school
education were 23% below the national figure while teenagers
whose parents had a post high school, education were 7% above.the
national value.

j
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Exercise R3,01,
Administe4

red at Age'17

Like Exercises 8103 and the preceding exercise, this exer-
cise assessed the ability to relay a written message. ,

Ixercisa: You are going to hear a telephohe conversation between
two girls, Peggy and Carol. During the conversation, you will
discover that Carol is going to have to write a note to her
mother. Listen carefully to-find out the things that Carol will .;,

have to 'say in her note. 'Youngsters then listened to the con-
versation reproduced below._ It was not printed in their. booklet..)

(NOW LISTEN TO THE PHONE COVERSATION)

CAROL: Hello.

PEGGY: gello,.Carol.,This is Peggy. I called to remind yeni that/
you. are supposed to come to my house-for.supper tonight
before the. rehearsal.

CAROL: Yes, I remember. You and your mother-are going,,to pick
rue.up on your way back from the store. What tithe do
you think you'll get here?

PEGGY: Oh, about 5, I guess.

CAROL:. Then I'd better leave a note for.my mother. he won't
be home until 5:30 and she may have forgotten I won't be
eating at home.

PEGGY: You'd better rethind,her about the rehearsal, too. She's
supposed to sick us up afterwards, isn't she?

CAROL; That's right. Your mother is taking.us to the rehearsal °

but my mother is supposed to bring us home. Thanks for
reminding me. I'll write a' note right away.

You will now have another chance to hear the conversation between
Peggy and Carol. Listen to it carefully again and then, when th3
girls have finished talking, write the note that you think Carol('
shotild leave for her mother.

(NOW LISTEN TO THE PHONE CONVERSATION AGAIN)

(Approximately 1/2 page of lined space was provided for the
response.) .
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An acceptable response included thp following: a note which
stated that: -(1) Carol is going. to Peggy' house for dinner,'
(2) Peggy's mother is taking them to the rehearsal (ors the reader
should be able to infer this i formation), and (3) Carol's mother
should pick them up after the r _arsal. A response that was
not acceptable omitted any of th pieces of informatisn above.
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Seventy-nine percent of the.17-year-olds-wrote acceptable
notes. Regionally, teenagers'in the West had rates of accept-
ability 7% higher than the nation as a whole,' and 15% higher than
those,in the Southeast. Females wrote acceptable notes 12% more
often than males, and were 6% higher than the nation as a whole.
Eighty-four percent of the notes written by non-Bldk,17.-year-

, olds were acceptable, as were 54% of those written by Blacks.

In the size"and type of community category, inner city teen-
agers gave acceptable answers. at a rate 12% belcw the nation#1
figure, while those in the affluent subtikb-,,grourk-responded accept-
ably 15% more often than the nation. Teenagers whose parents
had some or no high schpol education gave fewer acceptable re--
sponses (67% and 64%, respectively) than did those whose parents
were high school graduates (86%) or whose parents received post
high school education (85%).

4
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Exeocise R302, Administdred at Age 17
o

This exercise assessed 'the ability of 17-year-olds to write
step -by -step directions, a writing skill necessary for communi-
cating processes.and procedures in social And other kinds of

settings.

'Exercise: When we make or do.Something, we usually.
follow certain procedures. There are certain.steps
to follow ,in baking }read, tarring a roof, cutting a
pattern, 'painting a House, repairing a car, developing
film, changing a tire, and other such activities.
Choose something that you know how to make or do. '

Describe from the beginning the steps that you follow
in order to make it or do it. Make the directions
as simple and clear as possible. Someone who is.not
familiar wiLh the.process that you are describing
should be able to understand and follow yourdir9ctions.

(Approximately 1-1/4 pages of lined space were provided for the

response.)

An acceptable response must include all steps needed to follow

the procedure, Acceptable responses were subdivided into one of

two categories: (1).acceptable and specifidthe respondent libts
all important steps with specific information that would enable
the reader to do the job correctly"; or, (2) acceptblebut not
specific - -the 'espondent mentions all the important steps,: but
does not giVe enough detail. to enable the reader to do the job
correctly., For example, a recipe is given, but there isno men-'
tion of the quantity of the ingtedients. Unacceptable responsed,
omitted a step necessary for the procedure, or gave the reader
insufficient information to follow the procedure. For example, a
description was given of how.to change a tire but omitted pulling

on the parking brake or placing-the car in "park." Another
example concerns cutting a pattern 'and only states, "follow the

directions."

..
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Better than three out of four 17-year-olds wrote acceptable'r
directions though only 59% wrote directions that were specific
(Exhibit 1-14).

Regionally, acceptable and specific. directions appeared most
often in the West--almost 6% above the natioral lbvely-while
those in the Southeast were 13% below the nation as a whole.
Directions written by teenagers living in the Central and North-
eastern regions were close to the national figure. Nonspecific
acceptable.essays (Exhibit 1-13), written in the West and North-
east regions, were close to the national perceritage; thoile in /

tibe Southea'st A Central parts of the country were be1oW the
nation as a who e.

Acceptable and sp6cific essays were' written by a slightly
larger r*centage of.f6males than b*les; the gap increased to -5%,
when acceptable but both specific and nonspecific essays were
included. Black teenagers wrote' considerably fewer acceptable
and specific essays (20W less than the national rate), while
non' -Black 17-year-olds scored slightlyaabove (3%).the figure for
the nation. '

As parental education increased, the percentage of those
writing acceptable and specific directions also increased. For
example, teenagers,of parents with Only some high school experience
'scored 1.0% below the nation as a whole, :-while those whose parents'
enjoyed a post high school education wrote acceptably at a rate
6% above the natlonal-fiqure.'

4 Turning to the sizeand,type of community category, 17-year-
olds from the.inner cities performed less successfully than the .nation as a whole; those from the affluent suburbs were Somewhat
more successful than teenagers nationally; and those from the
other communities all ranged relaiivelysclope'tO the national
figure. $

/
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EXHIBIT 1-13
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Exercise 'R401, Administered to Adults

This exercise,administered to adults, overlaps R302. It
askedladults to write_step-by-step directions.

Exercise: When we make'or do something, we us ally
lollow certain procedures. There are certain teps
to follow in baking bre4d, tarring a roof, .cut ng a
pattern, painting a house, repairing a.car, developing
film, chahging a tire, andother such activities.
Choose something that vou know how to make or do. In
the space.below, describe from the beginning the steps
that you follow in-order to make it or do it. Mike
the directions as simple and clear as possible. Someone
who is not familiar with the process tbatyou are de;-
scribing should be able to under'stand and follow youp'
directions.

(Approximately 1-1/4 pages of lined space were provided fpr the
responspr)

a
4

Acceptable responses had.to include all the,: steps needed to
/complete the described task'.. These ,responses were divided into

2two groups: acceptable but not specific (listing all the steps
'15ut with information insufficient to allow the readerto perform.

. the described activity),'and acceptable and specific (listing,
all the steps in sufficient detail to allow lite reader to perform .

tie task described). Unacceptable responses omitted steps ec--
essary for successful completion of the task.

ti
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/4'Fifty -seven percent of the adults wrote acceptable directions
(Exhibit 1 -16), as did three- fourths of the teeriagbrs. Thirty-
seven percent wrote acceptable and specific responses again,
demonstrating a draw from the almost three=out-of-five performance
for 17-year-olds.

There was only" one significant variation from he-national
percentage of acceptablejout not specific responses ifSit 1-15):
'non- Clacks scored 3% higher than the nation.' Howe r, there ;

were several important' differences among the acceptable and spe-
cificresponses. The two lower parental education groups had
percentages 8 to 11 points below the national figure (37%),
wkiJte the:pOdt,high schob group's performance was 13 points

,above the.,natiOnal'leveT. . The inner city's percentage of spe.x
cific respbzise$ was less than half the national percentage.

..
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Exercises R402 and R303

Administered to'Adults and 7-Year-Olds

Describing events in sequential order-is defined to be a
social writing skill. This exercise assessed the performance of
both 17-year-olds and adults in describing an event in an orderly
manner.

Exercise: Here is a ciagram o an automobile accident,.
Study the diagram for a while a d then, in the space below
describe the accident in your o n words.

(Approximately 1-1/2 pages of lined Space were providd0 for the
response.)

Insur-, with Interstate,
Bronch Office:

301 State Rd.

Apaloosa, Ga.

(Homer Ave.)

O

Date of accident: June 24, 19
Time of accident: 6:45 a.m.

s),

F.

co
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An acceptable response had to include at least four of the
following five items: Cl) 'the name of the street each car
traveled, (2) the direction each car was heading, (3) the color
of the traffic light for each auto, (4) the fact that each ear
was turning, and (5) the fact thA a collision occurred. In
unacceptable response included a mistake of major proportions:
for example, the stater9ent that car 1 had a yellow light, or
that car 2 was turning right made the response unacceptable.-
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The results of thii'exergise showed some striking differences
between 17-yetar-old and adult performances; nationally, 52%-of
the teenagers (Exhibit 1-17) acceptably completed this exercise
while only 38% of the adults did so (Exhibit 1-18). Regionally,
17-yeak-olds in all four areas tended to show roughly the same
percentage of acceptable responses as the nation with those in
the Central region having a slightly higher rate than the others.

,Adult responses by region were also fairly well' clustered near
the national value with the Southeast 9% lower than the rational
value.

Unlike many of the other exercises reported, adult men
turned in a higher percentage of acceptable riesponses, (43%) than
did women (33%). Teenage boys, on the other hand, were slightly
less successful (3% less) than yere teenage girls. For both
groups of teenagers, howeVer, results were higher than were those
for the corresponding adult groups.

Black rc,spondents had success rates below the nation as a
whole. Blac% teenagers were 31% below while adults were 8% below.
Non-Black teenagers and adults both hadacceptable response rates
slightly higher than the national value.

31
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Variations according tp parental education appeared to be
larger. for 17-year-olds than they did with young'adults. Not
surprisingly, this pattern also applied at the oppiOsite end of
the educational continuum; teenagers and young adults whose par-
ents experienced a post high school education had acceptability
rates above their respective national figures.

Teenagers from affltelt suburbs and medium cities did some-
what better (8% and 6%, respectively) than .the national figure
and considerably better than their peers in rural areas and inner
cities (both were 11% below the nation). Similarly, adultg
living in the affluent suburbs performed 12% higher than the
national rate and-18% and 19% higher, respectively, than people
in the extreme rural and inner city ategor4.es.

.....-_,
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Exercises R103, R203, and R301,

Administered to 9-, 13-,.and 17-Year-Olds

By comparing the similar exercises administered to 9-year-
olds, 13year-olds, and 17-yeat-olds, success in giving accept-
able responses can be seen to 'increaseiwith,age: the national

, arate for acceptable answers went from low of 31% for 9-year-
olds, to-67% for 13-year-olds,, to a high of-79% for 17-year-olds,
When the performances are broken down by region, sex, parental
education, color, and size and type of community, the largest
increase is between ages 9 and'13 rather than between 13 and 17.
For example, there is a larger difference in performance of North-
eastern 9-year-olds and 13-year-olds than between Northeastern
13-year-olds and 17-year-olds.

Regionally, 9-year-olds had their greatest percentage of
success !..1.1 the Central area, their lowest in'the Sodtheastern
region. For 13-year-olds \Ind for 17-yea -olds, the highest rate
of success was found in the West (some 6% and 7%, respectively,
above the national figure), while the lowest rate was in the
Southeast (10% and 8%, respectively, below the national percentage.)

In all age groups, females generally gave a higher percentage
of acceptable responses than did males--a 10% difference for 9-
year -olds, a13% difference for 13-year-olds, and 12% for 17-year-
olds. Non-Black students in all'three age groups generally
scored slightly above the national rate, Black students rated
below for this kind of exercise--19% below for 9-year-olds, 28%
below for 13-year-olds, and,24% below for 17-year-olds.

Regarding parental education, both 9-year-olds and 13-year-,
olds had the highest success rates when their parents had a post

'highlschool education, though this was not true of 17-year-olds.

-Excepting children in the innercity category, most of the
c9-year-Olds grouped around the national value. For 13 ar-olds,
both inner city and extreme rural teenagers were weft b ow the
nation as a whole, while those from affluent suburbs wer above
the national figure. The same pattern, roughly speaking, held
true for the 17-year-olds with the addition of the suburban fringe
group to those scoring above the national average.
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CHAPTER 2

OBJECTIVE II: WRITE TO COMMUNICATE ADEQUATELY
IN A BUSINESS OR VOCATIONAL' SITUATION

The 10 exercises measuring the -§econd objective asked res-
pondents to fill out application forms, write formal letters of
invitation, and fill out order forms for merchandise. The over-
all rates of success varied with exercises, though respondents
from different regions, of diffeent sexes, etc., often performed
at different levels of success. Those levels, which are reflected
in the orderings of the respondent groups, are shown in Exhibit
2-1.

EXHIBIT 2-1. Number of Exercises for Each
Group of Respondents

Reporting
Category Group Order Position

Region 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Nortreast 9 1

Sou heast ,

Central 1 8
West

Sex

1 9

1 9

.1 2 3 4 7

Male
Female 10

Color 1

10

Non-Black
Black'

35

10
10



EXHIBIT 2-1 (cont.)

Reporting,
Category Group

1 2

Order Position

6 7

Size and Type
of Community 3 4 5

4

Rural 1 4 6

Small. City 1 2 4 3

Affluent Suburb 6 .2 2

Suburban Fringe. 2 4 2 1
Medium Size City 2 2 4 1 i1 1

Big City. l' 3 N2 3 1
Inner City, 1 \ 1, 8

Parental Education 1 2 3 4 5 6 7'

No High Schodl 4 6

Some High School 1 5 -4
High School Graduate 9 1

Post high School 10
S

Typically, regional performances were highest in the North-
east, with posit4vs in the orderings decreasing in the Centra
West, and Southeas t regions. Females typically performed at
higher rates than males, non-Blacks,better than Blacks. Usually,
respondents from affluent suburbs and suburban fringe areas per-
'formed better than Persons from other sizes and types of com-
munifies, followed by persons from medium and small cities. Rural
respondents generally scored higher than those from the 'extreme
inner city. ow
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Exercise R105, Administered at Age 9

Filling out blanks-is a common business /vocational task
falling under Objective This exercise presented an informa-
tion blank to 9-year-olds.

1

Exercise: Fill in the blanks below. Do.not use your
own name. Each boy should call himself Adam Baker Carson.
Each girl should call herself Alice Baker Carson. You
may make up the rest of the informatibn.

0 . -

NAME
last r first middle initial

ADDRESS:,
number street city or town state

Zli? CODE

DATE OF BIRTH.
month day year

TODAY'S DATE

An acceptable response included the following items in their
proper order: (1) the name Adam or Alice Baker Carson (last name
first); (2) street and number; (3) a city or town; (4) a state;
(5) a zip code; (6) a month, day and year of birth; and (7) today's
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date (month, day,--year). Not acceptable: an error or deletion
in any of the required pieces of information made the entire'
response acceptable.

EXHIBIT 2-2

No.

OF G:OUP
Elan!'

ERCENTAGES OF

REPORTING

MUM-- _AIM

SOCC!SS

0

STARRED EFFECTS INDICATE RELIABLE DIFFERENCES

PERCENTAGE Ow SUCCESS

10 20 30 40 50 60, 70 80 90 100

16.1 NATIONAL * i
I

e
4....

4
I

I

2/i1.1! 1

12.5 -3.5 Soothes
I

14.7 -1.8 Ves
1

16.5 0.5 antral f
11.9 3.9 Northeast f

,. 1,
.0

1

2I1 , 1

15.6 -0.4 Male $
16.5 0.4 emale t

I

001 I

5.2 -10.8s !nick
I

18.2 2.2 White lee

fABlink-MciI/021
1

I

16.0 -0.1 No High School 8
5.5 -10.5* Some High School w 1

17.8 1.7 Gradyatei R'h Sch. as
22.1 6.0

.
Post MigL School

1.

2III-ULTIRI
41_12111122I1/

5.1 -10.9s Extreme Inner City
11.8 -2.3 Extreme Rural
15.1 -0.9 4 Smol City
19.4 ° 2.3 Regium City
12.3 -3.8 Rest Of wig City
17.7 1.6 Suburban Fringe to
23.0 6.9 Extreme AFT Suburb

Only 16% of the nation's 9-year-olds completed the exercise
.correctly, though the seven required pieces of information were
not equally difficult for all gfoups of respondents'. About 56%
entered the fictitious name correctly (24% were boys, 32% were
girls) and 70% entered last name first, given name, and middle
name (whether they used the required names or some other ones).
Ahout75% filled in the number and street, 73% wrote down the
city or town, and 71% and.73% correctly reported in the name of
the state and the zip code number.

"Date of birth" was successfully entered by 52% of the
9-year-olds--again, proper order didn't seem to be the over-
whelming problem: 60% got the order correctly--and 68% were
able to fill in 'today's date" without error.
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Questions have been raised about the difficulty 9-year-olds )have using a fictitious name and how that difficulty might affect
di..their'total scue for the exercise.'

i

,When we ignored the requirement of using Adam Or Alice Baker
Carson, the percentage of children who completed all parts of
the exercise correctly jumped from 15% to 30%.

Regionally, 9-year-olds in the Northeast tended to be more
successful. than the rest of the country, while those in the South-
easp tended to be less successful.

Boys and girls differed in their abilities to successfully
handle parts of the form: m re girls generally gave acceptable
responses than oys. For ex mple, the date was filled in cor- .

rectlY by 63% of the boys an 73% of the,girls, the part of the
exercise w1?re male-female performance differences were largest.
In general, the mare- female differencbs in the performances on
the other parts were small. 1

Noh-Blacks tended to do better than*Blacks. Nationally, 5%
of the black and 18% of the non-Black 9-year-olds completed the
exercise without a mistake. As indicated before, the rate of
acceptable responses went up after the name blank was filled in.
For example, the zip code was entered acceptably by 76% of the
non-Blacks and 63%.of the Blacks. .

'N

Typically, the higher the level of the parents' education,
the greater the success rate of the respondents. Nationally,
there was an anomaly to this pattern: respondents whose parents
had naihigh school education were very close to the national .

mean, while those with parents of some high school .education were
11% below the national figure. Thereafter, the results for res-'
pondents whose parents had graduated from high school or who had
post high school education'were again above the national value
(2% and 6%, respectively). A more typical -xample of the.
influence of parental education can be seen by lobking at the
rates Of success for entering "today's date." The percentages
of success go ftom a low of 9% below"the national value (for,no
high school edubation), to a' hig7761 8% above (post high school '

education). -

mi

Typically, result's for size and typefof community levels
wen frOm a low in the inner cities to a high in the affluent
suburbs. Other areas (extreme rural, rest of big city,.mbdium

. .,

1J. C.:Mellon, "Roundtable Review," Research in the Teaching of
English, vol. 6, 1972, pp. 86ff.
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size cities, small places, and the subuiban fringe) all tended
cluster close together.s,
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Exercise R106, ,Admini,stered at Age 9

Exercise R106 pat? llels R105: both ark concerned with mea-
suring respbndents' performances imfilling out appkjcations.

Exercise: Fill in the lines below. Do not use your
cwnname here. Each boy should call himself Adam Baker
Carson. Each girl should call herself Alice Baker
Carson. You may make up the rest of the infortmation.\

2

first name middle initial /7' last name

street address
I.

3

city or town .state zip code
v".

4. DATE OF BIRTH:
month day year

TODAY'S DATE:

,

An acceptable response included the following items in their
proper order: (1) the name,Adam or Alice Baker Carson (first
name first, etc.); '(.2) the street;and number; (3), city or town;
(4) state; (5) zip code; (6) birthday (in order); month, day
and year and (7) today's date (month, day, year). Not accept-
able: an error or deletion in any of the required pieces of
information made the entire response unacceptable.
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Nationally, only 12% of the 9-year-olds filled in all tjle
blanks acceptably. Nineteen percent entered the name Adam or
Alice Baker Carson correctly'and; as in the case of Exercise V1.05,
a considerably higher percentage '(82%) was able to place whatever
names they entered in their.ptoper order: first nakrip
initial, last name.. This world again indicate that the relatively
low number of names, acceptably entered Was not the result of co*0-
fused ordering, bui should be attributed to some other causd.
Indeed, when the exercise was evalui,ted ignoring to
fictitious-name blank, the FArcentage of 9-yeak-olds' acceptable
completion rose to 30%. After the first blank.(the space for .

Adam or Alice Baker Carson), the percentages of success wentqp,
)aonsiderably. Seventy-six percent entered the number and street
successfully, 71f the city or town and the state;, and 67% included'
the zip code correctly. Completion-of the date of birth blank
was done acceptab3ty by 54%, while 55% placed the birth date in
the prOpr order, and 68% entered today's d4te correctly:

.

Regionally; Northeastern 9-year-oldS.had an acceptability
rate of 76% when it came to bil4ng'in today's date, followed
by those in the West 02%), the Southeast T63%), and the Central
region (62%). In writing in the birth date,,all regions clUstered
closer at 54%, 51%, 55%, and 55% respectively. Tfie following`
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chart Jives the relative positions of the four regions inrela-
tion to the firs't seven items.
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Although boys and girls had an almost equal success rate
nationally, there were some noticeable differences on individual
parts of the exercise. When these occurred, females generally
gave acceptable answers mote often than males. For example, 65%
of the boys included the state, while 779, of the girls did so.
This 12% gap enlarged to l6$ when it came to filling in the zip
code (59% male, 75% female). -

Those 9-year-olds in the Black category did 1pss well than
non-Blacks. For example, when it came to entering the street
and number, Blacks answered acceptably at a rate of 64%, while
non-Blacks gave acceptable answers 79% of the time.

As in Exercise 8105, the greater the level of parenta: edu-
cation, the higher the rate of acceptable response. For example,
in the today's date item', children whose parents had no high
school.education had an acceptability rate of 50%, while 76% of
those whose parents had a post high school education gave accept=
able answers.
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Size and type of community was related to performance on
this exercise. Those 'living in the inr,'?.r cities and extreme rural
areas were 8% and 4%, respectively, below the national figure.
The others all clustered very close to.the national value.

Individual items such as correctly entering city or town
showed consistent patterns. As can be seen in Exhibit 2-3, 9-year-
olds from the inner cities and extreme rural areas are below the
national value, and t:lose from the affluent suburbs were above
it, while children in the other four areas rise and fall with no
discernable consistency, like the tides gone mad;
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Exercise R206, Administered at Age 13

This exercise parallels Exercises R105 and R106, exercises
administered to 9-year-olds. This exercise was administered at
age 13.

Exercise: Below is a sample application blank. Ones
like it are used to get information from people who are
applying for driving licenses, credit cards, pass-
ports, and other identification cards. Please print
the information requested.

Do not use your own name. For this application blank,
each boy should call himself Adam Baker Carson. Each
girl should call herself Alice Baker Carson. You may
make up the rest of the information.

1.

last name

2.

first'

.

middle initial,____,---

3.

street address

city or town

4. DATE OF BIRTH:

6. HT: WT:

county state zip code

5 SEX!
month day year

HAIR:

M or F

EYES:

TODAY'S DATE-
.

.

An acceptable response had to include: (1) the correct
name; (2) in the proper\order, i.e., last name first; (3) the
street address; (4) city\or town; (5) county; (6) state; (7)
zip code; (8) birthday; and (9) sex, height, weight and hair

v
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color. NoL acceptable: an error in or deletion of any of the
required pieces of information.
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A larger percentage of 13-year-olds successfully completed
this exercise (26%) than the corresponding exercises at age'9
(15% of _R105, 10t for R106). Fifty-six percent of the 13-year-
olds entered the fictitious name (a percentage comparable to the
one for 9-year-olds), while 97%,,had the parts of the name (whether
fictitious or real) in the proper order.

Percentages of success on most other parts of the exercise
were similar to order of name parts in terms of success; street
address, city, state, birthday, and sex, height, weight and hair
color all had success rates above 90% (95%, 95%, 92%, 93%, and
93%, respectively). Only 67% reported their counties correctly,
and only 88% galve acceptable zip codes. These rates were
generally higher than the corresponding ones for 9-year-olds.
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Exercise R204 (overla ped with,R3.05,and R405).'

These three exercises 'at ages 13, 17 and young adult,
respectively, overlap (R204 and R305 are identical; R409 is mod-
ified by the inclusion of the name, Mrs. Marshall P. Dressler),
and all required the respondPnts'to write c.7. letter ordering
merchandise. .

Looking for a special gift
for that SPECIAL someone?

We can provide you with a
pair of fascinating sea
horses for less than you
will pay elsewhere. Send
only $3. We guarantee a
live delivery and include
free food and instructions.

Gulf Suppliers, Inc., Box 79,
Seaside, Florida 33000

The directions for Exercises R204 and R305 were as follows:

Exercise: Swaeoae who at 320 Randoal Read in
Port Huron, Michigan 48121, has decided to buy a
pair of sea horses. Write a letter that he (or she)
can send to order them.

The direction's for Exercise.R405 were:

Exercise: Lois Dressler ',Mrs. Marshal P. Dressler) lives
at 320 Random Road in Port Huron, Michigah 48121. She haS
decided to give her ten-year-old daughter a pair of sea



horses for her birthday. In the-space below, write the
letter that you think Mrs Dressler should write to
order the sea horses.

(Approximately one page of lined space was provided for the
response to each of the three exercises.)

The following items were required for a response to be con-
,

sidered acceptable: (1) the name of the product desir40 and
(2) the sender's address. Although a number of peoplementioned
money, mentioning money was not required for acceptability. Not
acceptable: omission or error in either of the required pieces
of information al?ove.

Forty-six percent of the 13-year-olds included both required
pieces of information in Exercise R204, 52% responded unaccept-
ably, and 2% gave no response at all. Eighty-eight percent
mentioned the product and 49% included the sender's address, while
62% stated something about money enclosed, an item not required
for acceptability.

Regionally, a small percentage of teenagers in the Southeast
and West responded acceptably (11 and 10 percentage points, re-
spectively, below the nation as a whole), awhile more 13-year-olds
in the Central and Northeastern regions answered acceptably (6 per-
centage points and 11 percentage points, respectively, above the
national .figure) .

As a group, females were 11 percentage points more successful
than males. Black 13-year-olds responded at a rate 28% below the
national level while White teenagers were 6 percentage points
above it.

Those 13-year-olds i'h the urban fringe and medium size city
categories completed the task at rates well above the national
figure; teenagers in the inner cities and rest of big city groups
generally responded considerably below the national figure, while
the other groups tended to cluster close to the national value.

Parental eCucation again seemed to related to tvDragers'
successes. Thirteen-year-olds of parents with no high school
training were 23 percentage points below the national level, and
31 percentage points below those teenagers of parents with a post
high school education.

In Exercise R305, 56% of the 17-year-olds wrote acceptable
letters, 43% wrote unacceptable Ones, and 2% wrote no letters at
all.. Regionally, teenagers in the Southeast responded at a rate
11 percentage points below the national figure; the percentages

48



4 IP :'OOP
511,,7U1a EFic-

a,.

a-,

EXHIBIT 2-6

PPRCENTAG.S O. SOC:ESS EPFICTS INDICATE RELIABLE DIFFERENCES

PrPi1,141 PERCENTAGE OF SUCCESS
CA:.12t1 - ArIP

NATIONAL

10 20 30 40 50 60 70 BO 90 100

14.1
15.5
61.6

EXE9!
southeast

Vent

C-ntral lossa
56.9 10.9 Northeast

560
41.1 -5.7" Sale
5,1.4 111

c2WE
1

17.4 .27.9 Black
1

52.1 6 2' 4htte

EAUPIA1:_f2EATILI
22.1 -23.0. No Nigh School
49.4 -5.5 Some High School
42.3 -2.9 nraluatei Rich Sch.
54.9 8.1. Post Nigh School 14,008.

IMAM) TYPE
OP COIMOIIII

29.2 -75.7 - Extreme Inner City
40.1 -5.0 Extreme Rural
45.6 -0.2 Small City
`3.7 7.9. ledium'City
28.9 -16.9. Rest -19 Cite
S5 5 9.6 Suburban Fringe
46.6 C.7 Extreme Aff Suburb

EXHIBIT 2-7

P3oCEITAGP3 0/, SUCCESS SIARPED EPPEZTS INDICATE RELIABLE DIPPEPENCES

IP
20tr'sS

GROUP
'!rEC/

PEP1PTTAGmum GPgrIP
PERCENTAGE OP SUCCESS

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90

55.5 NATIONAL
1

I

REGION
1m
I

44.7 -10.6. Southeast
56.7 1.2 Vest I59.4 2.9 central yes*
59,8 4.3 Northeast '0.0*

§_tx
53.1 -2.4 Hale
57.6 2.1 Female

.C_!2/21
25.5 -N30.0. Black
61.5

40.7

5.1.

-14.0

Vhite

thAXIMARRIII2I
No High School

dl
35.5 -20.0. Some High School
55.1 -0.4 . Graduated High Sch.
65.8 11.3 st Post High School

2f_0301111
18.7 -16.8- Extreme Inner City
51.1 -4.2 Extreme Mural
51.8 -1.7 Smell City
59.2 3.7 Medium City
55.1 Rest Of Dig City
62.1 6.6 Suburban fringe
60.4 5.3 Extreme Aff Suburb

49

100

4-



V

EXHIBIT 2-8

IP
sEmsf

49.1

GROUP
fffECT

PERCENTAGES 0

REPORTIVS
5ALEG)Pi GPOU

NATIONAL

REGION

SUCCESS

0

STARRED EFFECTS INDICATE R ; LIABLE DIFFERENCES
kJ

PERCEN7AGF OF SUCCESS

10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

40.1 -9.0 Southeast
45.0 -4.1 west
56.6 7.5 Central
51.3 2.2 vortheast

513
46.3 -2.4 Male
51.7 2.6 emale

0122
21.7
52.1

-24.4*
3.8

Black
white

,

y
PARENTAL 711CA7/04

36.5 -12.67 No High School
42.c
56.9

-6.6
7.7

Some High School
Graduatel High Sch. f......

63.7 14.6 Post High School

51;;_in_WE
2f conmp4try 1

31.2 -17.9. Extreme inner City
45.4 -3.7 Extreme Rural .
50.5 1.5 Small City
41.5 -7.6 leiium City
34.1 -15.0 Rest OT Big City 1

55.R 7.4 Suburban Fringe
63.7 11.6 Extreme Aff Suburb

of teenagers in the Northeast, Central, and West who wrote accept-
able answers were close to the national level.

Fifty-eight percent of the 17-year-old gifls wrote accept-
able letters while 53% of the letters written by bays werE
acceptable. Blacks as a group responded acceptably 30 peer-cmtage
points below the national value; non-Blacks wrote at a level
5 percentage points higher than teenagers nationally.

Seventeen-year-olds from inner cities handed in acceptable
letters at a rate 17 percentage points under the national figure;
the other STOC categories all clustered-fairly close to the 55%
national percentage.

In a manner similar to the 13-yearrords, fewer 17-year-olds
parents with' no high school experience wrote acceptably at a

1,e less than the nation as a whole (15% lower than the national
v lue) in contrast to a rate 11 percentage points above the
national figure for teenagers of parents with a post high school

/education.

nine percent of the adults acceptably completed the 14a,tter to Gulf
Exercise R405 was the overlapping exercise for adults. Forty-,
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Supplies, Inc., 30% wrote unacceptable letters, and 20% gave no
response at all.

Typical of the patterns found in Exercises R204 and R305,
adults in the Southeast were 9% below the national level, while
those in the Central region were somewhat above it, in this
instance, 8%.

,

Males and females came relatively close to each other in
their percentages of acceptable response; Blacks were 28% below
the national figure. Adults in the inner city and rest of big
city categories rated 18% and 15%, respectively, below the nation
while others tended to cluster relatively close to the national
level.

Parental education seemed to be related to percentages of
success for adults. Those whose parents had no high school exper-
ience rated 13% below the nation in contrast to adults whose
parents had a post high school education--those adults wrote at
an acceptability level 15% above the national percentage.



Exercise R205, Administered at Age 13

Writing a formal letter of invitation is another example of
Objective II: writing skills found in a business or vocational
situation.

Exercise: The seventh grade history classes at Saluki
JuniorHigh School in Saluki, Idaho, are studying how
their local government works. The students have
become so interested that they have decided to invite
Mr. Carmen J. Hatch, theMayor of Saluki, to' talk to
them abcut his job.

Chris Cantor, president of the seventh grade, has the
job of inviting all guest speakers to the school. Write
Chris's letter of invitation to Mayor Hatch.

(Approximately 1-1/2 lined pages were provided for the response.)

To be considered acceptable, the letter had to include the
following: (1) an invitation to the mayor to speak to the class,
(2) the suggestion of a topic (how local government works or
the mayors job), (3) the naming of the school (Saluki Junior
High School) and (4) the setting of the date or requesting the
mayor to set a date ("at your convenience" was acceptable).
Responses considered not acceptable were those which failed to
include any of the above information.

Nationally, 28% of the nation's 13-year-olds were able to
write a letter to Mr. Hatch, inviting him to talk about his job
as mayor of the town of Saluki. Over 70% of the 13-year-olds
made one or more mistakes.

Better than nine out of every ten teenagers included an
invitation to the mayor, and a similar percentage (88%) suggested
a topic on which he could speak. Almost three out of four respon-
dents included the name of their school--Saluki Junior High- -
but only a third of them asked for a date, or set up a date
themselVes, for Mayor Hatch's discussion. Although not required
for an acceptable response, information about the class and its
history was given by almost half (47%) of the teenagers.

The results for the four regions were fairly close to the
national percentage. Those in the Southeast developed notice-
able variations, however; inviting the mayor and suggesting a
topic both drew acceptable responses somewhat below the national
average (8% and 9%, respectively), while giving information about
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the class and its study of history elicited an acceptable response
rate some 7% above the nation as a whole.
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Females performed better than males in all categories. A
typical example occurs in asking for or suggesting a date: females
gave acceptable responses at a rate almost 10% greater than the
one for males.

Blacks performed belowIthe national level in all categories,
with 14% of the Black'13-year-olds,giving acceptable responses
for all items,in the exercise. This percentage increased, however,
on parts of the exercise. An example maybe seen in inviting
the mayor, where 76% of the Black 13-year-olds gave acceptable
responses--a. value 17% below the national: figure.

4s parental education. increased, so did the percentage of
13-year-olds' acceptable responses. For example, less than half
of the teenagers whose parents had no high school experience
provided the name of the school while teenagers whose parents
enjoyed a post high school education responded acceptably 8 times
out of 10.

In the size and type of community category, those 13:=year-
olds in the inner city and extreme-rural groups responded at a
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level below the'national percentage, while those in the affluent
suburbs responded at a figure above the nation as a whole. Per-
forMances for teenagers in the rest of big city, medium size
city, small places, and suburban fringe grpups all clustered
close to the national figure. An example of this may be seen
when respondents were asked to provide the name of School, where
teenagers in the inner cities and extreme rural groups were 9%,
and 2p%, respectively, below the national value of 74%; those in
the affluent.suburbs and the suburban fringe were, respectively,
6% and 16% above the nation, and the others clustered relatively
close to the national level.

0
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Exercise R403, Administered to Adults

This exercise was similar to Exercise R205 and asked respon-
dents to write a formal letter of invitation.

Exercise: Let us say that you are an officer in a local
club, business association, orchurch group. One of
your' responsibilities is to invite people to speak to
your organization at one of its regularpeetings. Write
a letter which offers such an invitation'to the mayor
of your town, your township committeeman, the manager
of one of your local athletic teams, a prominent educator
or businessman, or any other person whom you thinimould
be appropriate.

(Approximately 2-1/2.1ined pages were proV.ded for the respo4pe.)

An acceptable response included the following: (1) a letter
of invitation, (2) a reference to the sponsoring organization and
asking for or giving a date for the visit and (3) an appropriately
constructed and acceptabl- written letter.' Any letter omitting
any of the above was considered unacceptable.
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Nationall,y, 51% of the adults wrote a letter to the mayor,
or other prominent person, inviting him to speak/ 21% wrote
unacceptable letters 'and 27% gave no response at all.

Regionally, most people clustered fairly close to the national
-figure, though females.responded at a rate 4 percentage points
above the nation while males were 1 percentage points below.
Blacks responded at a leve). 1Q% below the national value.

Adults in tHt affluent suburb group were 1()% above the nation
as a whole; those in the other 'TOC categories, for the most part,
came close to the 'national level.

Twenty-six to 35-year-olds, whose parents had no high school
experience:rated a little over-3A, whereas those whose'parents
had a post high school education were 13- percentage points (64%)
above the national level.
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CHAPTER 3

OBJECTIVE III: WRITE TO COMMUNICATE ADEQUATELY
IN A SCHOLASTIC SITUATION

Only one exercise not calling for an essay response was
developed for this objective. The exercise asked respondents to
write an'announcement to appear in the school paper:

Exercise R107, Administered at -Age 9

Exercise: Pretend that your class is going to have a
pet show in the school parkirig lot at nine o'clock on
May 10, 1970. /

Write an announcement about the pet show. The announce-
ment will be printed in the school' newspaper. It-is an
important announcement because you Watt people to come
to the show. Be sure to put in everything that you- think
i important.

An acceptably written announcement included the fallowing
pieces of information: (1) there will be a pet show, (2) the
place where it will be held, (3) the time and 44) the date.
Unacceptable responses were those which, omitted any of the
above pieces of information oz included incorrect information.

Unacceptable announcements were written by better than three
out of four (76%) 9-year-olds; nationally, only 21% wrote.aceept-
able responses. As has been seen_with ilegpier exercises, however,
the rate of acceptable response to individual parts in this exer-
cise was considerably higher than the rate fb getting all parts
right. For xamplei children included the date 49% of the time.
Seventy-two percent mentioned the pet showr'40% stated the time
of the pet show, and 25% noted the place where the show would
be held.
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EXHIBIT 3-1
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Regionally,atheresponseS of the 9-year-olds were all close
to the national level. Those in the Southeast tended to write
at a level slightly below/the nation Ss a whole; while children
in the Northeast performed somewhat above the national level
(see Exhibit 3-1).

For the most part, girls wrote acceptable notices more often
than boys: the girls' rate was 2% higher than the nation as a
whole and 5% higher than the boys'.

Non-Black children gave acceptable responses at a rate
slightly higher than the national value while the level for Black
children's responses were generally well below the nation as a
whole.

In the categories comprising size and type of community,
9-year-olds from the inner city were never less than 13% below
the national figure, while those from affluentsuburbs tended
to range from the.national figure up .t.0 4% above the nation as
a whole.

There was also a pattern following pare:Ital education leVels:
the higher the level of parental education, the greater the per-
centage of acceptable responses by the children. For example,



children of parents with no high school education wrote at a
leve1.12% below the nation as a whole, while 9-year-olds of
parents with post high school experience responded at a figure
6% above the national level.

a
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CHAPTER 4

OBJECTIVE IV: APPRECIATE THE VALUE OF WRITING

This objective was measured using a simple expedient provided
by the Educational Testing Service: anyone who writes appreciates
the value of writing. Thus asking a respondent whether he wrote
particular kinds of things (excluding responses to,National Assess-
ment exercises) provided information relating-to whether Americans
appreciate the value of writing.

By and large, Americans repOrted that they appreciate the
value of writing. Variations among groups'occur, of course, but
these variations are related to the materials being written. The
variations are described on the following pages.

.

61



Exercise R108, Administered at Age 9 4

This exercise m asures the appreciation of the -"le of
writing; it assumed hat 9-year-olds who had written a joke,
poem, report or study appreciated the value of writing.

Exercise: Mark my of these things .'tha you have written

outside school just for fun.

CD Joke

CD Poem

CD Report

CD Story

CD Other (explain on the lines below)

There were. no "acceptable" responses, although the preferred
response was ovals blackened rather than left blank.

The results for this exercise are shown in Exhibit 4-1. The
exhibit shows how often 9-year-olds reported having written
things.

EXHIBIT 4-1

None of the items listed 07%
4

One or more of the items list& 93%

Two or more of the items listed 06%

Three or more of the items listed 03%

Four or more of the items listed 01%

All five of the items listed 00%

Nine-year-olds marked the category "joke" at a level of 41 % --
almost twice as high as the next category, "story," at 23%. These
two were followed by the. categories "poem" (18%), "report" (17%)
and "other" (5%).
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Regionally, there was little variation in the responses to
the five categories, the exception was the poem selection; chil-
dren in the Northeast reported writing poems at a rate 4% below
the national figure.

Nine-year-old boys chose jokes and reports at levels which
were, respectively, 6% and 4% higher than the girls, who, in
turn, selected poems 13 percentage points more often than the
boys. Blacks and non-Blacks both responded at approximately equal
rates, the one exception being the joke selection which Blacks
picked at a'level 10 percentage points higher than the national
figure.

For the most part, parental education was related to 9-year-
old rates of response in the various categories; the few excep-
tions to this were for the categories "joke" (where childrep of
parents with some hi, A school experience responded 8 percentage
points above the national level, while those of parents with
post high school education were 5 percentage points below the
nation as a whole) and "report" (where 9-year-olds whose parents
had a post high school education responded at a level 4 percent-
age points above the national figure). ,

-----..----,

Children in the inner city group picked the-joke category
9 percentage points more often than the nation as a whole and
those in the affluent suburbs chose it 11% less often.

, -



Exercises R109, R208, and R407

Nine-year-olds, 13-year-olds and adults were asked to mark
yes or no on these questions:

Exercise: A. During the last 12 months, did you take any
trips away from home?

O Yes (Go to 13)

CZ) No (Go to instructions at end of this exercise).

B. (If "Yes"bto A), Did you send a postcard while
on a trip?

O Yes
1

0 No
-0\

write a letter telling about a trip after you
got home?

0 Yes

0 No

write a letter while on a trip?

2,1 CZ) Yes

CZ) No

keep,a diary while on a trip?

0 Yes

C;) No
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snake notes about some of the things you saw?

Yes

(:) No

write a thank-you note to someone you visited?

O Yes

CD No

write a report about a trip after you got home?

I

C:) Yes

C::"D No

do,

As in the other questions in Objective IV, there was no
acceptable answer, but yes was preferred: The following refers
to percentages of those who responded to part B and c...tid yes to:

EXHIBIT 4-2

9 yrs. 13 yrs. Adults

None of the questions 22% 12% 29%

One or more of the questions 78% 88% 71%

Two or more of the questions 58% 70% 48%

Three or more of the questions 36% 50% 26%

4.

Four or more of the questions 19% 28% 33%

Five or more of the questions 09% 1Z.% 06%

Six or more of the questions Q4% 04% 03%

All seven of the questions 01% 01% 01%
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EXHIBIT 4-3

17
10

9 13 A 9 13 a 9 13 A 9 13 A 9 )3 A 9 135 9 13 A 5 13

TS117 POST LETTER LETTER DIARY SOT/5 TRAM, RETORT 05
CARD (whIlt TR19home after On trip)

trip)

Almost three out of°four 9-year-olds (73%) took a trip
during the previous twelve months, a like percentage of adults
and 86% of the 13-year-olds. Although there were no significant
variations to these figures in the four regions, 9-year-old boys
did show a higher percentage (7%) of traveling than 9-year-old
'girls. Black children marked yes to .the question at a level
9 percentage points above the nation as a whole, while,both
13-year-old and adult Blacks wrote yes at a level 4% and 21%,
respectively, below the national figure.

Children in the inner city'group (both 9-year-olds and
13-year-olds) selected yes at a level about 10% below the nation;
adult Blacks responded yes once out of every, two times or 21%.
below the national figure. Nine-year-olds-of parents with post
high school education were 6% above the 'national figure, for
13-year-olds of similar parental backgrounds, the percentage
above was 4%; for adults, the rate was 15% higher than the nation
as a whole.

The response to the question "Did you send a post card while
on a trip?" showed the largest variation of rsponses. Regionally,
9-year-olcs in the West responded 4% below the nation as a whole,
while Northeastern children were 5 percentage points above the
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national figure. Both 13-year-olds and adults in the Southeast
responded at levels 8% and 9%, respectively, below the national
level, while 13-year-olds in the Northeast answered yes 8% above
the nation as a whole.

Males marked yes at rates below those of femaes at all, three
age groups. Although variations by color were minimal for 9-
year-olds and for adults, 13-year-old Blacks responded 10% below
the national level.

All three age groups liking in the extreme rural areas
answered yes at a.percentage well below the national level; others
responding at levels below the national rate include: 9-year-
olds and 13-year-olds from small cities, and 13-year-olds in the
medium cities. Among the groups selecting yes at rates Above
the national level- were: 9-year-olds in the affluent suburbs,
and 13-year-olds in the affluent suburbs and medium cities.

In all thiee age groups, generally speaking, those whose
parents had no high school educa.tion responded yes: less often
than those of the nation as a whole; 9-year-olds in this group,
for ,example, selected yes only 12'% of the time, some 11% below
the national figure. People whose parents experienced post high
school training chose yels more often than the national value.
For example, 13- year-olds in this group were 7 percentage points
above the nation as a whole.

Responses to the next several questions demonstrated less
variation than responses to the fir/t two. Twenty-five percent
oethe 9'-year-olds answered yes to the question "Did you write a
letter telling about a trip a ter you got home?"; 39% of the
13-year-olds chose yes as did 27% of the adults. Nine-year-olds
in the Northeast marked'yes 4 percentage points below the
national level; 13-year-olds in the same region were 6 percent-
age points below. Above the national level were 134-year-blds
and adults in the Western region--by 8 percentage points and
10 percentage points, respectively.

Although both 9-year-old males-and females answered yes at
a leVel approximately equal to the one for the nation as a whole,
13-year-old and adult females said they had written letters 19%
and 17%, respectively, more often than males. Adult Blacks and
adults from the rest of big city also responded positively less
often than the nation, as did respondents whose parents had
post high school educations.

A positive response to "Did you write a letter while an a
trip?", was given by 17% of the 9-year-olds, 35% of the 13-year-
olds and 15% of the adults. Regionally, all three age groups
responded at levels close to the national figures, while 14% more
13-year-old girls wrote letters than boys.
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Adults and 9- year -olds in all the size and type of community
categories selected yes at roughly the national' level, though
13-year-olds living in small cities were 9 percentage points below
that figure, and 17-year-oldg from affluent suburbs were 18% above
it. For both 9-year-olds and. 13-year-olds born of parents with
a post high school education, the percentage of yes responses
was well above the nation as a whole.

Relatively few people kept a diary: 7% of the 9-year-olds,
11% of the 13-year-olds and little more than 15% of the adults.
For 9-year-olds, the mly important departures from the national
values appeared in -;ome size and type of community groups:
children from the zest of big city and affluent suburbs chose the
affirmative respOnse 3% and 4%, respectively, below the national
value, while children in the inner city were 6% above the national
figure.

Thirteen-year-olds living in the Central and Northeastern
regions were, respectively, 4% above and below the national figure
while responses by males of the same age were 10% below the female
rate of response. Teenagers of parents with no high school
experience, were 7 percentage points below the national figure and
9 percentage points below those whose parents had a post high
school education. Variations occurring for adults iri the size
and type of community categories were as follows: inner city (5%
below), extreme rural (4% below) and suburban fringe (3% below).
All other groups had rates of acceptable responses close to the
national value.

A yes response to the question "Did You make notes about
some of the things you saw?" was given by 27% of the 9-year-olds,
30% of the 13-year-olds, but only 14t of the adults. Regionally,
Northeastern 9-year-olds choSe yes 5 percentage points below
the nation as a whole; Western 13-year-olds and adults were 5 per-
centage points above and 4 percentage points below the national,
figure, respectively. Black teenagers marked, yes 7 percentage
points more often than the nation, but adults whose parents had
no high school education picked yes 5 percentage points below
the national value. In the size and type of community categories,
9-year-olds from the small cities and suburban fringes and
13-year-olds from medium cities were all 5%-6% above the nation
as a whole. 'Those having levels of performance below the
national figure included: teenagers from small cities (8% below)
and adults from suburban fringes (5% below).

Thirty percent of the 9-year-olds, 34% of the 13-year-olds,
and 27%.of the adults answered yes when asked if they had written
a thank you note to someone they had visited. Black teenagers
chose yes 7 percentage points above the national rate, but Black
adults were 13 percentage points below it. For both teenagers
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and adults whose parents had no high school education, the rate
of selectihg yes to'the question was 10 percentage points and
'9 percentage points, respectively, below the nation as a whole.
Conversely, if their parents enjoyed a post high school education,
the affirmative responses were 8 percentage points and 13 per-
centage points above the national level.

Male adults did not choose yes as often as females who were
10 percentage points higher than males of the same age. Adults
from small cities were 12 percentage points under the level for
the nation as a whole, while those from the affluent suburbs
were 20 percentage points above the national level.

The question, "Did you write a report about a trip After
you got home?" elicited a yes response from 20% of the 9-year-
olds, 26% of the teenagers and 8% of the adults. Both 9-year-
old and adult respondents whose parents had no high school
experience rated 11 percentage points and 5 percentage points
respectively, below.the nation as a whole. Teenagers living in
the Southeastern region chose yes 9 percentage points above the ,

national value, but, interesting y, adults in the same region
had a yes response 4% below the nation as a whole. Adult males
made the affirmative Selection 3 percentage points above the
national level ansc7. 6 percentage points above 26- to 35-year-old
females. Blacks chose yes 6 percentage points less often than
the nation, but people living in affluent suburbs were 6 per-
centage points above the national figure.
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Exercises P209 and R307

This exercise, administered to 13- end 17-year-olds, was a
modification of the preceding one.

Exercise: Other than'for a.school assignment, have you ever
written any of the following?

t

A, Poem

CI) Yes

No

/
/B.,

/

Short story

/ 0 Yes

0 No

C. Play

CZD Yes

0 No
i

D. Article for a magazine

0 Yes

0 No

E. Story for a newspaper

0 Yes

0 No
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F. Words for a song

0 Yes

CD No

There were no acceptable answers, but yes was preferred for
each of the six items.

EXHIBIT 4-4

I
Percentage of Those Who Stated TheyrIiad.Written:

?

-AgO_ 13

None of the items '13%

Age 17

16%

One or more of the items 87 84%
,./,

f

Two or more of the items 66% 66%

i

Three or more of the'items. i 35% 42%

Four or more of the items 12% 17%
I

Five or more of the items
!

03% 051,,

All six of the items 00% 01%,

Close to one out of two teenagerS marked yes in such cate-
gories as "poem," "short story" and "words for 4 song." Con-
siderably fewer picked yes Tor the selections "play," "magazine
article" and "newspaper story." A strikinb. similarity exists
between the percentages for 13-year-olds and for.17-ypar-oldsr:
in all but the "poem" category, the differences between the two
groups were never more than 8 percentage points; in two instances
the difference was only 1%; and in three categories the)13-year-
olds' percentage of yes choices Was higler than the 17-yearAlds'.

Regionally, both groups of teenagers. responded at rates
close to the national value. Some exceptions were in the West
where 17-year-olds chose yes in the category "poem" 5 percentage
points above the national rate, and 13-year-ol-ds selected yes
in the "short story" choice 7% above the nation as a whole, and
in the Northeast where 13-year-olds picked yes 9 percentage
points below the nation.
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EXPIBIT 4-5

Males answered yes at a rate approximately equal to that oc
females. A typical example can be seen in the category. "sang":
the rate for 13-year.-old.females was 3% above the national figure
and 6% above the rate fcr males; for 17-year-olds the difference
between males and females was 9%.

Both Blacks and non-Blacks tended to select yes at rates
close to the nation as a whole with the exceptiOn of the "song"
category where 13-year-old Blacks chose es'at a level some 14%y
higher than the national figure and 16,% higher than their non-
Black counterparts.

As noted in other -cises, teenagers of parents with no
high school education generally chose yest a level be.ow those
whose parents have had post high school.expe_ience. For example,
13 -year -olds of parents with ro high school background,piked
yes for the categories "magazine article" and'unewpapex story"
8% less often than the nation as a whole. Fdr 17-year-Nlds
responding to the "play" category, the rate was 6% less than the
national value.

Size and type of community seemed to be unrelated to the
selection of yes to the six categories for both 13-year-olds and
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for 17-year-olds. The few exceptions moted were for the selec-
tion "poem": 17-year-olds from small cities marked yes at 'a
level 10% below the nation while those from the su..1T-Fai, fringes
chose yes at a rate 6% above the national level. Thirteen-year-
olds in the inner city group marked yes for the "song" selection
at a level 14 higher than the national figure.

)
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4.

Exercises 8210, R306, and R406

Again, it was assumed that the use of writing (i.e., having
written a message) reflected an appreciation of writing. This
exercise was administered to 13-year-olds, 17-year-olds and
adults.

Exercise: (Read to respondent and record responses)

A. During the last 12 months did you leave a

written message for someone?

CZ) Yes (Go to B)

CD No (Go to next exercise)

B. (If "Yes" to A) About how many times?

The following percentages are grouped according to the age
of the respondent:

EXHIBIT 4-6

Response I)-Year-Olds 17-Year-Olds Adults

Yes 61% 86% 79%

No 39% 13% 21%

No Response 0% I % 0%

Regionally, the percentages of affirmative responses to this
question fell below the national figure in the Southeast ,11 per-
centage points ' .ow for 1.3-year-olds, 6 percentage points below
for 17-year-olcIs and 9 percentage points for adul,as) and rose
for 13-year-c-ds in the Central region.

Thirteen- and' 17-year-old girls selected yes at a level
7 percentage points above the rate for boys. T corresponding
rates for 17-year-olds and adults of both sexes came very close
to their respective national levels.
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Blacks said yes at a rate well below the nation as a whole:
25 percentage points below for 13-year-olds, 19 percentage points
below for 17-year-olds and 28 percentage points for adult.
Non-Blacks generally picked the affirmative response at a rate
slightly above the national level.

For all three age groups, people whose parents had no high
oschool education and, in the case of 17 -year -olds, only some

high school experience, were well below the national figure:
29 percentage points below for 13-year-olds, and 11% below for
both 17-year-olds and adults. Those of parents with a post high
school education selected the yes response at rates above. the
nation as a whole: 14 percentage jpdints for both 9 -year. -olds
and adults, and 5 percentage points for 17-year-olds.

In the size and type of community category, extreme rural
and inner city 9-year-olds picked.yes, at rates 14 percentage
points and 15 percentage points, respectively, below the nation
as a whole, while children in the affluent suburbs were 15 per-
centage points above it. The 17-year-olds in the extreme rural
areas were 23 percentage points below the national value, but
rose above it in the affluent suburbs (10 percentage points) and
in the suburban fringe (7 percentage points). Adult rates were
less than the nation as a whole in the extreme rural (17 per-
centage points) and inner city (23 percentage points) groups;
and greater than the national figure in the affluent suburbs
(11 percentage points) and the suburban fringes (7 percentage
points) :



Exercises P308 and 8409

Ordering merchandise through the mail was believed to indi-
cate appreciation of writing. This exercise was administered to
17-year-olds and adults.

Exercise During the last 12 months, did you write a letter

to order something through the mail?

0 Yes
0 No

Although there was no acceptable response, the preferred
choice was yes.

More than half of the 17-year-olds (54%) had ordered some-
thing through the mail, although a fairly large percentage (46%)
responded no to the question. Certain variations occurred in
the following groups:- teenagers of parents with a post high
school education chose yes 5 percentage points above the national
value; 17-year-olds from the inner city selected the affirmative
response at a rate 13 percentage points below the nation as a
whole; those from smaller places were 10 percentage points above
it

The same exercise administered to adults produced results
which were fairly close to those for 17-year-olds. In the adult
instance, 55% picked yes and 44% said no. The female rate of
response was 8% hi(iher,than the males; adults whose parents had
no high school-education selected yes at a rate 12 percentage
points below the national level, and those whose parents enjoyed
a post high school education came in 13 percentage points above
it. Response rates for adults in the affluent suburb group were
13 percentage points higher fhan the national figure.
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EXHIBIT 4-7
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Exercise R406

Adults were asked to select as many of the ovals below as
applied to an average week.

Exercise: Please fill in the oval before each of the following

that you read during the week.

C=> Books

C=D Business letters

C--) Directions or instructions

C:D Magazines

C=D Newspaperp
(

C=D Personal/letters

C=D Recipes

C7) Other (please describe)

CD None

/

There were no correct answers,
have been preferred. The following
those who stated that they had rea

although a filled oval would
indicates the percentage of

:

One or more of the items listed 97%

Two or more of the items listed 96%

Th or more of the items listed 88%.

Four or more of the items listed 76%

Five or more .f the items listed 59%

Six 'pi- more of the items list,- 347_

.ever c, more of the items listed 15%

Eight f the items listed 02%
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Sixty percent of the adults filled in the "books" oval, and
women chose it more frequently then men by 19 percentage points.
Blacks made this selection less frequently than the nation as a
whole. In the size and type of community category, those from
the extreme rural areas were 13 percentage points below the
national level while 19% more adults from the affluent suburbs
read books-than those in the general population.

Interestingly, adults whose parents experienced only some
high school education filled in the "books" oval at a level
8 percentage points above the national figure, while those of
parents Nwho had graduated from high school reported reading books
at a rate 9% below that- figure. Moving to a level 11 percentage
points higher were adults whose parents had completed some post
high school education.

Business letters were read by 46% of the adults. Persons
from the affluent suburbs were 13.percentage points above the
rational level, while adults of parents with a po'st high school
educion were 9 percentage points higher than the nation as a
whole.

Adults selected the oval for "directions" or "instructions"
at a rate of 65%. Regionally, adults in the Southeast picked
this oval 10% less often than the national level. The Black rate
of response was also below the nation as a whole--by 34 percentage
points.

In the size an -type of community category, adults from the
inner city and rest of big city groups selected the "directions"
oval at rates 28(percentage points and 19 percentage points,
respectively, below the national value, while those from Lhe
suburban fringe chose it 10 percentage points higher than the
nation as a wnole.

As in other exercises, the better the parents' educational
background, the more likely the respondents would have read
instructions. In this exercise, those whose parents had no high
school experience were 11 percentage points belov the national
figure, but adults whose parents experienced-some post high school
work performed 10 percentage points above the nation.

About 78% of the young adults reported reading magazines.
Adults living in the Southeast said they read periodicals 19%
less often than the nation as a whole, while those in the North-
east read magazines at a rate 8 percentage points above the
national figure. People in the affluent subUrb group filled in
the "magazine" oval 13 percentage points more often thanthe
nation as a whole. Adults whose parents had no high school
reported reading magazines 14% less often than the nation, while
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those whose parents had continued past high school said they read
magazines 16%. more often than the adults in the population.

About 95% of the adults said they read newspapers. People
living in the suburban fringe and those whose parents had post
high school educations both had rates of 98%. Non-Blacks were
also above the national value, at 97%, while Blacks and persons
.having no high school experience both fell below the percentage
pdir the nation, 84% and 90%, respectively.

Personal letters were reported at a response rate of 65%,
with 16% more females than males reading them. Adults from the
affluent suburbs selected the "letters" oval 10% more often than
the nation as a whole; those whose parents had post high school
educations reported rates above the national level (by 11 per-
centage points) .

Forty-nine percent of the adults checked the oval indicating
"recipes." The largest variation occurred between males and
females where, not surprisingly, females rated higher--by 62 %--
than males.

In the oval marked "other," the uncategorized response was
chosen by 8% of the population, and the only variation could be
found in the Black group, who were 5 percentage points below the
..ational figure.

Two percent of the adults chose "none," a percentage which
rose to 4% for those whose parents experienced no high school
education and dropped close to zero for the following: adults
whose parents enjoyed a post high school education, people living
in the Central region, aneKthose grouped in the suburban fringe
and affluent suburbs.
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